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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

Cairns State High School acknowledges and pays respect to the past, present and 
future Traditional Custodians and Elders of our land, the Gimuy Walubarra Yidinji 
people, and the continuation of cultural, spiritual and educational practices of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.  

Ancestors have walked this country and we acknowledge their special and unique 
place in our school’s historical, cultural and linguistic identity.  

 

EXECUTIVE PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE 

WELCOME TO CAIRNS STATE HIGH!  

Junior Academy reimagines the school experience for students starting their secondary education with us 
at Cairns State High School. 

I am excited to welcome you into our Junior Academy and know that you will definitely find an exciting and 
dynamic environment for you to learn, meet others, and develop as a whole person. Our programs of 
Connect, Classics, STEM, Speciality and Specialist learning opportunities give you skills you need to think 
clearly, express your ideas and learn.  

This book showcases the important elements of our Junior Academy to you. You will also get an idea of 

what each subject will be like.   

Our objective is to build life-long learners who love being at school. We have high expectations that each 

member of our community will be the best they can be. We believe that every student can learn and work 

on doing even better. We want to make sure young people make the most of every opportunity in the school.  

We look forward to providing you with more information during the transition process. I encourage you to 

take the time to look at the extensive information on the school website and welcome your contact at any 

time if you would like to share more background or have any concerns. 

This is a great time to be at Cairns State High! Be the best we can be!  

 
Christopher Zilm 

Executive Principal 

GUIDING STATEMENT 

 



 

TRANSITION TO HIGH SCHOOL 

WHO’S WHO IN YEAR 7 2023 : KEY TRANSITION STAFF 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ONBOARDING: HOW CAN YOU PREPARE FOR HIGH SCHOOL? 

 

Students traditional enter the school as either a part of the Programs of Excellence or as students who 
live within the geographical vicinity, called a catchment. No matter how you enter cairns State High 
School, we are happy to have you with us! 

Here is a list of important information you need to successfully enrol and prepare for Year 7 2023: 

 
Preparing for High School for students::  

o Term 2: Programs of Excellence students event 
o Term 3: Junior Academy Launch Night 
o Term 4: various events including enrolment interviews, primary school visits, and the official 

transition day in Week 10 of Term 4 

o Welcome & Transition survey:  Students complete this so we see their perspective about 
coming to the school. We also introduce new students to important policies like our phone 
policy in this online survey 

 

Preparing for High School for parents and carers: 
o Term 3 and 4: assistance with completing enrolment form and providing documentation when 

needed 
o Term 3 and 4: meeting with support staff (including Head of Centre for Diverse Learning) 
o Term 4: Parent and Carer information events  

o A comprehensive Enrolments page and New Student info page on our website including a 
temporary student diary/handbook and Tips for smooth transition to high school 

o It is recommended that you join our Facebook page to see not only what is happening in 
the school but what is coming up during the year. We would love to see you and your child 
at our school events.   

Year 7 Coordinator 

Ms Stephanie 
Grenning 

Guidance Officer 7/8 

Ms Laryssa Bernyk 

Deputy Principal 7/8 

Ms Agata Evans 

Executive Principal 

Mr Christopher Zilm 

https://cairnsshs.schoolzineplus.com/form-embed/572
https://cairnsshs.eq.edu.au/enrolments/enrolling-at-our-school
https://cairnsshs.eq.edu.au/enrolments/newly-enrolled-students
https://cairnsshs.eq.edu.au/OurCommunity/Documents/Orientation.docx
https://www.childrens.health.qld.gov.au/blog-tips-for-a-smooth-transition-to-high-school/
https://www.facebook.com/CairnsStateHigh/


 

GLOBAL PROBLEMS, LOCAL SOLUTIONS 

WHAT IS THE LEARNING FOCUS IN YEAR 7 2023? 

  

Twenty-first century Australians are members of a global community, connected to the whole world by ties 
of culture, economics and politics, enhanced communication and travel and a shared environment.  

Enabling young people to participate in shaping a better shared future for the world is at the how learning 
is designed at Cairns State High. Learning patterns emphasise the unity and interdependence of human 
society, developing a sense of self and appreciation of cultural diversity, affirmation of social justice and 
human rights, building peace and actions for a sustainable future in different times and places. 

We place particular emphasis on developing relationships with our neighbours in the Asia-Pacific and 
Indian Ocean regions.  

Our deep learning units start with the school environment, move into our local community then focus on 
the world around us. This promotes open-mindedness leading to new thinking about the world and a 
predisposition to act for change. 

Students learn to take responsibility for their actions, respect and value diversity and see themselves as 
global citizens who can contribute to a more peaceful, just and sustainable world. With its emphasis not 
only on developing knowledge and skills but also on promoting positive values and participation, global 
education is relevant across all learning areas.  

We create global citizens with our deep learning units by having:  

• an approach which considers the whole of human society and the environments in which people live  

• an emphasis on the future, the dynamic nature of human society, and each person’s capacity to 
choose and shape preferred futures  

• an opportunity to explore important themes such as change, interdependence, identity and diversity, 
rights and responsibilities, peace building, poverty and wealth, sustainability and global justice • 

• a focus on cooperative learning and action, and shared responsibility  

• an emphasis on critical thinking and communication  

• an opportunity to develop positive and responsible values and attitudes, important skills and an 
orientation to active participation. 

 



 

Deep Learning is the way we focus on skills and content provided in the Australian Curriculum.  

We are part of a global partnership that works to transform the role of teachers to that of activators who 
design experiences that build global competencies using real-life problem solving; and supports schools, 
districts, and systems to shift practice and how to measure learning in authentic ways 

 



 

 

HOW LEARNING IS ORGANISED IN JUNIOR ACADEMY 

WHAT ARE THE CORE SUBJECTS AT HIGH SCHOOL?  

 

CORE CONNECT: WELLBEING, HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION (3 LESSONS PER WEEK) 

  
 

Our Strategic Plan puts Health and Wellbeing first. So does the Connect Program within Junior Academy.  

This subject occurs 3 times a week and has a holistic approach to the wellbeing of our students. week in. 
They will engage in activities that integrate the 5 dimensions of health and wellbeing: physical, social, 
emotional, mental, and spiritual. 

Learning experiences will focus on the integration of practical and theoretical activities. Students will 
develop their physical fitness and dexterity through team and individual sports, modified games and other 
traditional HPE learning experiences. Likewise, they will develop their skills in collaboration, 
communication, and critical thinking. With 3 lessons a week, there will be multiple opportunities for deep 
learning and critical thinking within a range of topics. These include but are not limited to respectful 
relationships (consent and boundaries), puberty, mental health, cybersafety, community service, cultural 
sensitivity, and social diversity.  

 

All students engage in a core curriculum which is made of up 3 

groups of ‘traditional’ subjects: 

1. Connect: Wellbeing + Health and Physical Education (3 

lessons per week) 

2. Classics: English, History, Geography, Philosophy, and 

Languages (6 lessons per week + 2 language lessons per 

week) 

3. STEM: Science, Mathematics (5 lessons per week) 



 

 

CORE CLASSICS: ENGLISH, HISTORY, GEOGRAPHY, AND PHILOSOPHY (6 LESSONS PER 

WEEK)  

 

The ‘Classics’ represents a cluster of subjects commonly recognised as those that will develop 

independence and creative learning. Essentially, this subject integrates learning experiences 

characterised by collaboration, group work and projects.  

• The cluster includes the all-stars: English, Geography, History, Civics, Languages 

Along with rising star of  

• Philosophy 

Students engage in deep learning about critical local, national and global issues. This provides them with 
a connection to school, our community and an understanding of how to make positive change.  Classics 
offers students the opportunity to engage with a range of local businesses to unearth the unique history 
and geological makeup of the Cairns Region; partnering with community to enrich student learning in this 
way. 

The design of Classics will focus on 3 main objectives: Discover (through enquiry), Uncover 
(investigation, analysis, interpretation). Connect (establishing relationships, proposal of thoughts and 
ideas).  The design team have dedicated much effort to developing opportunities that meet syllabus 
requirements of the Australian Curriculum providing high interest, high motivation and high success. 
Learning Experiences in Classics promote critical and creative thinking in real world context. 

Learning a new language stretches the brain with new grammar and vocabulary rules. It allows students to 

train their memories to remember new words, make connections between them, and use them in 

contextual situations.  

Language learning provides the opportunity for students to engage with the linguistic and cultural diversity 

of the world and its peoples. The experience broadens students’ horizons in relation to the personal, 

social, cultural and employment opportunities that an increasingly interconnected and interdependent 

world can offer.  Students engage in the study of Italian, Chinese or Japanese. One very special 

opportunity, Italian Immersion, is a Speciality subject that sits in the Classics area.  Finally, Philosophy 

encourages our young people to go deep into their own minds and ask questions fundamental to deep, 

long-term thought; how do I think? How do I learn? How do we know things? 



 

 

CORE LANGUAGES: CHINESE (MANDARIN), JAPANESE, AND ITALIAN (2 LESSONS PER WEEK)  

CHINESE (MANDARIN)  

Classics Course 

Units of Study 

The course is an extension of work covered in Year 7 Chinese. As learning a language is based on 
effective communication, learning focuses on understanding (listening and reading), communicating 
(writing and speaking) and intercultural capabilities (use and role of language in the intercultural 
communication). 

The course is structured around six fields: international world, built world, natural world, personal and 
community life, leisure and recreation and the imaginative world. Students will gain skills in the use of 
both character writing and pinyin.  

Assessment 

Language communication skills, intercultural capabilities, understanding role of language and culture, 
and capability to reflect on use of language. Students in Junior Chinese are exposed to the language for 
two periods per week.  Regular class and homework exercises are expected to be completed.  Students 
will need to do approximately 30-60 minutes of home study each week. 

Advice 

Students in Junior Chinese are exposed to the language for two periods per week.  Regular class and 
homework exercises are expected to be completed.  Students will need to do approximately 30-60 
minutes of home study each week. 

Pathway 

Year 9/10 Chinese 

JAPANESE 

Classics Course 

Learning Experiences 

 As learning a language is based on effective communication, learning focuses on understanding 
(listening and reading), communicating (writing and speaking) and intercultural capabilities (use and role 
of language in the intercultural communication).  Real language and authentic materials are used to 
enhance communication.   
Technology is an integral part of the Japanese program and as such students will have the opportunity 
to work with a range of information technologies.  This will include computers, recorders, digital cameras 
and the Internet.  Students will become familiar with word processing, emails, power point, etc. All full 
time Language staff possesses the ICT Certification from Smart Classrooms. 

Assessment 

Language communication skills, intercultural capabilities, understanding role of language and culture, 
and capability to reflect on use of language. 

Advice 

It is recommended that students wishing to study Japanese in Year 8 have completed the Year 7 
program.  However, it is not a pre-requisite and students can commence their studies in Year 8 
providing they are willing to make a strong commitment to their studies. Students are exposed to the 
language for two periods per week.  Regular class and homework exercises are expected to be 
completed.  Students will need to do approximately 30-60 minutes of home study each week. 

Pathway 

Year 9/10 Japanese 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

ITALIAN 

Classics Course 

Learning Experiences 

This course is an extension of work covered in Year 7 Italian. As learning a language is based on 
effective communication, learning focuses on understanding (listening and reading), communicating 
(writing and speaking) and intercultural capabilities (use and role of language in the intercultural 
communication).  Native language speakers and authentic materials are used to enhance the teaching 
and learning of Italian. The course is structured around, but not limited to, the following topics: 
international world, daily routines in Italian culture, transport, school, food and drink, hobbies and 
interests. 

Assessment 

Students in Junior Italian are exposed to the language for two periods per week. Regular class and 
homework exercises are expected to be completed. Students will need to do approximately 30 – 60 
minutes of home study each week.  

Advice 

It is recommended that students wishing to study Italian in Year 8 have completed the Year 7 program, 
however, it is not a pre-requisite and students can commence their studies in Year 8 providing they are 
willing to make a strong commitment to their work. 

Pathway 

Year 9/10 Italian 

ITALIAN IMMERSION – HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY IN ITALIAN  

Speciality Course 

Learning Experiences 

 In the Year 7 Italian Immersion programme students study History and Geography in Italian following the 
Australian curriculum guidelines. They will also engage in Connect in Italian, embedding Wellbeing and HPE 
into the Italian Immersion programme. Over the two years, History units include an overview of the Ancient 
to the Modern world, investigations of ancient societies (Year 7), Medieval Europe and the early modern 
world (Year 8). Geography explores the units ‘Place and liveability’ & ‘Water in the world’ (Year 7), ‘Landforms 
and landscapes’ & ‘Changing nations’ (Year 8).  

Native language speakers and authentic materials are used to enhance both the teaching and learning of 
content through the targeted use and learning of the Italian language (Content and Language Integrated 
Learning – CLIL approach). Students develop content knowledge and skills as well as a wider range of 
creative and critical thinking skills, and target language fluency.   

This is an elective option – in alignment with the current Government policies on second language education 
and retention, as well as the identified 21st century skills, the Immersion programme aims to challenge and 
extend students who are interested in a global education to foster open-minded global citizens. The course 
replaces the study of Humanities, Connect and HPE in English.   

Assessment 

Assessment includes a series of learning experiences, tasks, projects and assignments as ongoing 
formative assessment of subject content knowledge and skills. All assessment is compulsory and is in 
Italian - appropriate scaffolding and support are provided. In line with the school’s priority, the Italian 
Immersion programme is highly focused on student’s wellbeing and developing a supportive 
environment for risk-taking, essential to ensure academic success and life-long love of learning. 
Regular class and homework exercises are expected to be completed.   

Advice 

As the course is devised for beginners of Italian, no language pre-requisites are required to access the 
Immersion programme in Year 7. 

While it is preferable that students have studied Italian and Italian Immersion in Year 7, motivated students 
can commence their studies in Year 8 Italian Immersion provided their willingness to make a strong 
commitment to their work.  



 

 

Students opting for the Italian Immersion programme must select Italian for their Languages study. Extension 
options are provided for background speakers.  

Research has demonstrated that students exposed to this pedagogical approach:  

· are more stimulated and subsequently motivated  

· improve their literacy skills and develop a range of learning and critical thinking skills  

· achieve higher results in various subjects compared to those students who are exclusively taught in English  

· acquire a great deal of the foreign language used, in our case Italian  
· develop deeper intercultural understanding, coming to appreciate community values, and become better 
global citizens. 

Pathway 

Year 9/10 Italian & Italian Immersion 

 

CORE STEM: SCIENCE AND MATHAMATICS (5 LESSONS PER WEEK) 

 

Australian Curriculum v9.0 has new opportunities in learning the highly important skills in Sciences, 
Mathematics and Technology. Our Science, Mathematics and Technology teams have developed linkages 
and contexts to support learning across traditional curriculum. It is still sometimes appropriate to work in a 
stand-alone manner with Mathematics and Science being taught as completely separate entities in what 
would seem to be a more traditional arrangement. Even in these cases, we are focusing on the way we 
teach, the style of learning and mastery of skills so that students genuinely feel more confident in 
Mathematics and Science. Students will encounter learning contexts, new technologies and new projects, 
with learning and assessment sometimes linked and sometimes separate. 

Our objective in STEM is to: 

• Create confidence in learning toolkit skills for life; 

• Promote willingness to try a range of methods to solve a problem; 

• Design solutions independently and with others; 

• Love learning and seek to be challenged and extended; and 

• Investigate real-life problems and trial, learn and reflect on options to solve them. 



 

 

HOW LEARNING IS ORGANISED IN JUNIOR ACADEMY 

WHAT ARE THE SPECIALIST SUBJECTS AT HIGH SCHOOL? 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

THE ARTS 

 

 

VISUAL ART  (2 LESSONS PER WEEK FOR 1 SEMESTER)  

 

Learning Experiences 

Fostering creativity, experimenting with media and developing art making techniques are the corner 

stones of the Junior Visual Arts program. Through project-based learning experiences students are 

exposed to art production process and provided opportunities to develop and produce a variety of 

All students engage in specialist subjects offered in the Arts and 

Technology: 

• Arts: Dance, Drama, Music, Music Extension, Visual Art 

• Technology: Home Economics, Digital Technology, Design 

& Technology, Economics and Business, Enterprises 

Students choose their Arts electives and rotate through the 

Technology options in Years 7 & 8. This is a good way to try out all 

subjects. All elective subjects occur either 2 or 4 times per week 

for a Semester, with the exception of Music Excellence which 

occurs 2 times per week for the whole year.  

 



 

 

artworks. Links are also made with other Learning Areas to encourage critical and creative thinking at a 

deeper and holistic level. 

Assessment 

ART FOLIO of project-based practical artwork – experimental and resolved 

Advice 

The Junior Visual Arts program embraces a practical studio approach, developing an understanding of 

techniques, art materials and processes. Students will have an opportunity to experiment with and 

develop skills in drawing, painting, print making, mixed media, photography, ceramics and sculpture.  

A variety of extracurricular programs including exhibition opportunities, workshops, collaborative 
projects and art club are also available to students in the program. 

Pathway 

Year 9/10 Art and 8/9/10 Digital Art 

DANCE (2 LESSONS PER WEEK FOR 1 SEMESTER)  

Specialist Course 

Learning Experiences 

In Dance, using the body as the instrument of expression and movement as the medium, students 
represent, celebrate, question and communicate personal, social, emotional, spiritual and physical 
human experience. 

Students individually and collaboratively choreograph, rehearse, perform and respond as they engage 
with dance practice and practitioners in their own and others’ cultures and communities. 

Students develop knowledge and understanding through play, imagination, experimentation, and 

creative and critical thinking.   
 

Units of work students may study include: 

− Dance of the People 

− Musical Theatre 

Assessment 

Performance 

Choreography 

Advice 

Students actively dance each lesson individually and with others. Students perform learnt class work at 
the annual Dance Evening in October to the school community. 

Pathway 

Year 9/10 Dance, Year 9 Creative Arts 

DRAMA (2 LESSONS PER WEEK FOR 1 SEMESTER)  

Specialist Course 

Learning Experiences 

Drama creates students who are creative, confident, compassionate and resilient individuals who can 
think and reflect critically, celebrate and challenge ideas, people and events, and work towards making 

a difference in sustaining and reimagining their own and their communities’ futures. 
 



 

 

In Drama, students will develop confidence, self-esteem to explore, depict and celebrate human 
experience, take risks and challenge their own creativity. 
 

Students will engage in dramatic playing, role-playing, improvising, process drama, interpreting scripts, 
rehearsing, performing and directing.  
 

Units of work students may study include: 

− Character Development 

− Image Theatre 

− Improvisation 

− Clowning Performance 

Assessment 

Performance 

Devised Scenes 

Pathway 

Year 9/10 Drama, Year 9 Creative Arts, Year 10 Drama in Practice 

MUSIC (2 LESSONS PER WEEK FOR 1 SEMESTER)  

Specialist Course 

Learning Experiences 

Students will be encouraged to perceive, think, express and communicate in Music under the ‘Making 
and Responding’ dimensions. 
Through the twice weekly lessons, students will collaborate in various performance ensembles, singing 
and playing instruments including the piano and guitar. Students will also learn how to compose their 
own music. There is a significant focus on video game and film music in this unit. 
The units students may study are: 

• Discover Music 

• Music of the Screen  

Assessment 

Performance, Composition 

Advice 

This is a great subject for students who have had some prior experience with music in primary school, 
as well as those who have not had any formal music education.  

Pathway 

Year 9/10 Music, Year 11/12 Music in Practice 

MUSIC EXCELLENCE (2 LESSONS PER WEEK FOR 1 YEAR) 

Speciality Course: Centre of Excellence Program 

Units of Study 

Students will be encouraged to perceive, think, express and communicate in Music under the making 
and responding dimensions. 
Making in Music involves active listening, imitating, improvising, composing, arranging, conducting, 
singing, playing, comparing and contrasting, refining, interpreting, recording and notating, practising, 
rehearsing, presenting and performing. 
Responding in Music involves students being audience members listening to, enjoying, reflecting, 
analysing, appreciating and evaluating their own and others’ musical works. 
The units students may study are: 

• Music in Society 

• Music of the Stage and Screen 

Assessment 

Performance, Composition 



 

 

Advice 

Music Extension is a specialist program aimed at students who have a passion and specific interest in 
Music. It is offered as a 12-month program. Students will develop a deepened understanding and use of 
music concepts and languages, practices, technologies and techniques. Through their musical practice 
they will develop a distinctive personal voice and engage in music making in varying contexts.  
Necessary Foundation Skills: 

• Must be learning a musical instrument (voice included) either through the school’s Instrumental 
Music program or from a private music teacher.  

Pathway 

Year 9/10 Music - Year 11/12 Music and Music Extension 

 

JAM- JUNIOR ACADEMY MUSICAL  (4 LESSONS PER WEEK FOR 1 SEMESTER) 

Specialist Course- Integration of Dance, Drama, and Music 

Learning Experiences 

In Junior Academy Musical, students will develop skills in all three of the performing arts: dance, drama, 

and music. Lesson experiences will include the development of technical and performance skills involved 

in staging a production. These include working as an ensemble, portraying a character, vocal training, 

ensemble singing, movement and dance skills. This project-based subject will culminate in a public 

showcase performance of excerpts from popular musical theatre productions.  

Through deep learning, students will develop real-world skills including working collaboratively, 

developing critical and creative thinking, and effective project management.   

Assessment 

Public showcase performance 

Advice 

This subject is suitable for all students who have an interest in the performing arts and would like to 

develop their skills in all three performing arts subjects: dance, drama, and music. 

Pathway  

Year 9/10 Dance, Drama, Music 

TECHNOLOGIES 

 



 

 

ADVANCED TECHNOLOGIES (4 LESSONS PER WEEK FOR 1 SEMESTER)  

Specialist Course- Integration of Design, Manufacturing, and Digital Technologies  

Learning Experiences 

Through project-based learning students will design, create, refine and evaluate a built solution which 

combines Design, Advanced Manufacturing and Digital Technologies skills. The project will include low 

fidelity prototyping and final product manufacture using 3D printers, laser cutters and micro-

controllers.  Students will also be introduced to programming and development of electrical circuits. 

Assessment 

• Built project 

• Design folio – design, sketching, 3D CAD, programming, electrical circuits 

Advice 

Students will work in pairs through a creative, student-led design process. Peer collaboration and critical 

thinking skills will be key to student success in this specialty course. 

Pathway 

9/10 Engineering and Advanced Manufacturing 

9/10 Digital Technologies 

This specialty course links directly with post-secondary pathway opportunities through Cairns High’s 

Gateway to Industry Schools Programs (GISP) in Advanced Manufacturing and Information and 

Communications Technology (ICT). 

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY (2 LESSONS PER WEEK FOR 1 SEMESTER)  

Specialist Course 

Learning Experiences 

Students will develop foundational skills in Design Technologies and Industrial Technologies. They will 

complete a project in our woodworking workshops, and well as design, manufacture and race a battery-

operated car.                                                                                                                                                      

The Learning Experiences include: 

• Industrial skills – Pot Stand 

• Design and Manufacturing – Electric Car 

Assessment 

• Built project 

• Design folio – design, sketching, 3D CAD 

Advice 

Students will be exposed to an industrial workshop environment and so will need to learn and comply 

with safety processes and procedures. 

Pathway 

9/10 Manufacturing Skills 

9/10 Engineering and Advanced Manufacturing 



 

 

9/10 Industrial Graphics 

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES (2 LESSONS PER WEEK FOR 1 SEMESTER) 

Specialist Course 

Learning Experiences 

Students will use MicroMelon robots to learn the fundamental programming concepts in a fun and 

interesting way.  They will develop problem-solving skills as well as general ICT skills.  Students will 

engage in the problem-solving cycle and evaluate their projects and group work.  

The Learning Experiences include: 

• ICT skills and knowledge 

• Programming – MicroMelons 

Assessment 

• Portfolio of Tasks (Formative) 

• Micro Melon Project (Summative) 

Pathway 

Year 9/10 Digital Technology 

ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS (2 LESSONS PER WEEK FOR 1 SEMESTER)   

Specialist Course 
 

Learning Experiences 

Students develop an understanding of the way the market system operates in Australia, the 

interdependence of consumers and producers in the market and why governments may influence the 

market’s operation. Students consider factors that influence individual, business and financial success, 

examine the rights, responsibilities and opportunities that arise for businesses, consumers and 

governments. Work and work futures are also introduced as students consider why people work, how 

income is derived and the influences on the way people work now and in the future. The emphasis in 

Economics and Business is on personal, community, national or regional issues or events. 

Students are encouraged to inquire about such questions as: 

• Why are markets needed and why are governments involved? 

• Why do consumers and businesses have both rights and responsibilities? 

• What may affect the ways people work now and in the future? 

• How do different businesses respond to opportunities in the market? 

Assessment 

Students are assessed through: written test, assignment 

Pathway 

Year 9 Economics and Business, Year 10 Business and Accounting 

 

 

 



 

 

 

HOME ECONOMICS (2 LESSONS PER WEEK FOR 1 SEMESTER)   

Specialist Course 

Learning Experiences 

Students will engage in two project-based learning experiences.  These include a food-based project, 

where they will experience cooking in our ‘state of the art’ kitchens, and a textile-based project, where 

students will have the opportunity to develop their creativity and sewing skills.  A focus of the course is 

critical thinking, designing and project management, and sustainability.  Students will gain confidence in 

preparing healthy and sustainable meals for themselves and their families, as well as gain skills in 

producing a textile product.  This subject is suited to students who like to generate new ideas, 

processes and solutions.          

Assessment 

Assessment in this subject is both written and practical.   

Students are assessed in process and production skills through weekly cooking, as well as knowledge 

and understanding throughout the development of their design solution project. 

Advice 

As part of this subject students participate in a 10-week block of practical cooking.  Correct footwear 

(leather/suede/artificial leather) must be worn in the kitchen. 

Students are provided with an apron which they will bring each week for cooking lessons. 

Some ingredients will be supplied by the school however, students are required to bring ingredients and 

a take-home container from home. 

Pathway 

Year 9 Food, Nutrition & Fashion/ Year 9 Hospitality 

Year 10 Kitchen Operations/Year 10 Food and Nutrition /Year 10 Fashion 

ENTERPRISES (4 lessons per week for 1 semester)  

Specialist Course- Integration of Economics and Business, and Home Economics 

Learning Experiences 

This new course is a fusion of two subjects, Economics and Business and Home Economics. Students 

will develop skills in designing innovative food and textile solutions, presenting business ideas and 

communication. A focus of this subject is the sustainable and ethical production of food and textile 

products, as well as emerging technologies and innovations in industry.  Students will develop an 

understanding of how consumer habits influence production and learn how local and global corporations 

are doing business more sustainably.         

Assessment 



 

 

There are three learning experiences for this course.  Students will work both collaboratively and 

independently to design and create a Healthy Fast Food meal option, a sustainable meal option for the 

school Tuckshop, and an upcycled textile product.  Students will present a product pitch to accompany 

their design.  Assessment will involve iterative design development, communication and production 

skills.  Assessment is designed to develop skills of critical and creative thinking and problem solving.  

Advice 

This subject is suitable to students who have an interest in running their own business, or turning their 

creative passions into a way to earn money.   

Pathway 

Year 8 Enterprise Technologies 

Year 9 Economics and Business 

Year 9 Food and Fashion/ Year 9 Hospitality 

THE IMPORTANCE OF SCHOOL BELONGING 

A sense of belonging at school supports students through a particularly vulnerable time when they are 
forming their identity, developing psychosocial skills and being influenced by their peers. It can also shape 
their future interactions, relationships and achievements, and their ability to function and adjust on a 
psychosocial level, well into adulthood. 

At Cairns State High, students have at least one supportive adult within their school environment – 
someone who they know, like and have a safe, mutually respectful and supportive relationship with. Not 
just academic support, but emotional support as well. This is their Connect teacher. 

Relationships at Cairns State High are important. Students, staff and peer relationships are developed 
through a range of activities in and outside the classroom. We work hard to create a school culture where 
a sense of school belonging is the norm.  

We have put in place a range of innovative programs that promote inclusivity – Cairns State High strives 
to be a place where all feel safe and belong. Our Connect program teaches students important social and 
emotional skills and this also contributes to a culture of belonging.  

Students with a high sense of school belonging value learning, are highly motivated academically and can 
see the importance and value in what they learn. This is why we have re-imagined our curriculum with a 
clear focus on success pathways for each student – celebrating progress at every stage. 

Our care team, teaching staff and non-teaching support staff all engage in ongoing professional learning 
and information sharing about mental health and wellbeing needs of students. This is also where the 
importance of relationships is highlighted. Because school staff genuinely know students as individuals, 
they are more equipped to detect minor nuances that could indicate problems may be occurring, such as 
an absence in class, or changes in behaviour. 

The role of parents and carers is highly valued at Cairns State High. Junior Academy aims to engage 
parents and carers in the celebration of learning and partnering in improving how well we know the 
learner. The Junior Academy is a Year 7&8 subschool within Cairns State High and this makes 
communication, support and celebration more targeted to the developmental needs of our young 
adolescents.  

UNIFORM: BEING A PROUD MEMBER OF CAIRNS STATE HIGH  

Wearing your uniform with pride shows the whole community that you are proud to be part of the 
wonderful Cairns State High. When enrolling, all parents/carers are asked to agree to their child wearing 
the uniform according to the Uniform Policy. Uniforms project a united and dignified presence. 



 

 

Students should have good personal hygiene and be and well groomed. School dress is to be neatly and 
tidily worn. The official uniform is to be worn to all general classes and excursions outside the school 
unless instructed otherwise. Students are also expected to carry their ID with them at all times and 
produce it when requested. Please read our policy on the school website. 

Students are only permitted to wear items that meet the standards indicated below: 

Allowable combinations for students in Year 7 – Year 12 

Sport or Day Uniform 
Students can wear their sport uniform on a day-to-day basis or their formal uniform. Each is a ‘set’ and 
cannot be mixed. 
Sport/Day uniform: The sport uniform is the uniform most-commonly worn by students.  

• Official Cairns State High junior sport shirts are predominantly blue and white with several 
characteristic features.  
The shirt worn by students in Year 7-12 is predominantly blue in design. The Year 11 and 12 
student shirt is predominantly white. Both share common distinctive characteristics in the design. 

• All Cairns State High shorts must have the school bulldog emblem on them and must not be 
altered. 

• The school track pants and jacket can be worn with the sport uniform. 

• Short plain white socks (visible above the shoe); 

• Plain black or plain white sport shoes (leather or suede) 

Formal uniform. This is not required at the start of Year 7 

• Official formal junior blouse; 

• Long blue formal skirt with pleated waist, no slits; 

• Official formal junior shirt and short plain white socks (only); 

• Long grey trousers, a black leather belt and worn with black socks; 

• Black leather, polish-able, lace up shoes  

Non-permitted articles 

• Stubbies, ruggers or skirts; 

• Hoodies; 

• Peninsula and Queensland school sport 
clothing; 

• Centre of Excellence uniforms or training 
outfits are only to be worn at training or 
rehearsal sessions; 

• Canvas, slip-on or buckle shoes. 

C4DL: CENTRE FOR DIVERSE LEARNERS 

Under the leadership of the Head of Special Education Services, a team of Special 
Education Program Case Managers and support staff work closely with all teachers to 
provide the most inclusive education opportunities possible to students with verified 
disabilities. Students with Learning Support needs, or those from non-English speaking 
backgrounds are also supported through the C4DL.  

The Special Education Program provides two key levels of support to students: 
Case management support and liaison with students and classroom teachers in cases where students 
primarily access a mainstream program of study. Curriculum is delivered at the age appropriate level, 
although the methods of teaching and assessing the curriculum can incorporate reasonable adjustments 
to ensure the student can effectively demonstrate their ability in the subject area. 

Intensive support delivered through a highly modified curriculum and assessment program. Students 
access the curriculum at junctures described in an Individual Curriculum Plan and assessment formats 
accommodate students’ strengths and individual capabilities. Modified curriculum is delivered in small 
group settings with SEP teacher and teacher aide support throughout junior secondary. 

In senior secondary, students transition to a course identical in content to their age peers, but with 
reasonable adjustments applied. 

SUPPORT SERVICES: WHO CAN WE GO TO FOR HELP?  

 

https://cairnsshs.eq.edu.au/Ourschool/Rulesandpolicies/Pages/Rulesandpolicies.aspx0


 

 

 

Social emotional support 
Cairns State High has three full-time Guidance Officers who are available every day. One 
of the Guidance Officers is in place just to meet the needs of Junior Academy students. 
They support students with stress and coping skills, mental health support, friendship 
issues and any other concerns. 

 

Health Services 
If a student is unwell or is injured, we have a fully-serviced sick bay staffed by a caring 
and experienced first-aider.  
The Department of Health also employs a School Based Youth Health Nurse located at 
the school. Our nurse provides young people with health related advice and services. 

 

Chaplaincy 
The School’s P&C has elected to support the federal Chaplains in Schools program. The 
Chaplain provides support to those students who elect to seek it. In ongoing situations 
parents/carers are contacted as approval must be given. 

 

Student services office 
There are a range of staff working in our student services office. They  

• Manage daily rolls and record absences 

• Investigate truancy 

• Send SMS messages to parents/carers of students absent unexplained daily 

• Process late students and early departures  

• Provide uniform passes 

• Manage the after school detention list. 

 

School Staff 

Subject teachers: The best place to start when you have a concern is with your child’s 
teacher. There is up-to-date list and email contacts on our website: 
https://cairnsshs.eq.edu.au/Ourschool/Ourstaff/Pages/Ourstaff.aspx  

Head of School looks after Year 7&8 and is the person to contact for general concerns. 

Subject HODs: Each subject has a teacher who reports to a Head of Department. 
Contact a Head of Department when there are issues you need assistance with 
Year Coordinator: A year coordinator can be a great person to contact if you have 
general welfare concerns for your child. 

IMPORTANT THINGS TO KNOW 

Canteen 
The School operates a canteen every day. Healthy options are available 
for purchase and can also be pre-ordered.  

Payments 
Students and parents can make payments electronically or in person at 
the main office up the stairs at the Sheridan/Upward Streets corner. 

Uniforms 
The School operates a uniform shop on Sheridan Street. Students can 
access the shop from within the school in C Block. 

Text book 

The school operates a student resource scheme. Some subjects use 
printed text books and these are issued when needed under teacher 
supervision. An increasing number of subjects are now using e-books. 

Assembly Students have a weekly assembly. The Year Coordinators run them. 

Formal assembly 

Each Semester, students participate in a formal assembly. Formal 
uniform is expected to be worn and a set protocol is followed. Awards are 
presented and talents showcased. 

Sport 

We offer Junior Secondary Sport in Semester 2 as well as a range of 
other opportunities. Year 7s are encouraged to trail for district and 
regional sport 

Lunctime activities 

Students can participate in a number of lunchtime activities like knitting 
club, table tennis or games. Students are encouraged to engage in 
physical activity by bringing sporting gear and playing on the oval. 
Handball is quite the popular game.   

https://cairnsshs.eq.edu.au/Ourschool/Ourstaff/Pages/Ourstaff.aspx


 

 

IMPORTANT POLICIES: WHAT TO KNOW AND WHERE TO FIND THEM  

https://cairnsshs.eq.edu.au/Ourschool/Rulesandpolicies/Pages/Rulesandpolicies.aspx 
 

• Administering First Aid and medication 

• DET Administration emergency medication form 

• Assessment policy 7-9 

• Assessment policy 10-12 

• Attendance  

• Computer Use  

• Homework  

• Personal Electronic Devices 

• Refund  

• Responsible Behaviour and Wellbeing Plan 

• Strategic Plan 

• Uniform 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cnr Sheridan & Upward Streets, Cairns, Queensland 

P.O. Box 5643, Cairns, Qld Australia 4870 

Telephone: +61 7 4050 3033  •  Facsimile: +61 7 4051 5972 

Email: the.principal@cairnsshs.eq.edu.au  •  Website: www.cairnsshs.eq.edu.au 

CRIC 

OS Provider Number 00608 

https://cairnsshs.eq.edu.au/Ourschool/Rulesandpolicies/Pages/Rulesandpolicies.aspx
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