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locations
About Cairns 
Cairns State High School is located in the city centre, your
host family maybe in the surrounding suburbs. Students
are able to take buses (school and public) to travel to
school and other places in the area. 

HOST FAMILY DISCUSSION 

Where is the school?
How do I travel to school?
What is close to home and school?



Classroom map
Our School
You will have a welcome pack with 

Your timetable 
School Map
Healthcare Card (Allianz)
Other Orientation Infomation

Day 1 Students will have an
orientation of the school  with the
Intenational student staff.
There will be a printed map for the
students. 

LOCATION



check it out
Spaces at Cairns SHS 

Library Z block / bou waQuad  / A and R block
Resources and IT

Support
Sports 

Parades 
Events

Access to School
Office

International
Student Office

McKenzie walk
Close to Croswell Hall

School Coffee Shop
Tuckshop / Canteen

CAIRNS SHS 



Locations and activities 
Orientation Week  

Auditorium N01 PoolUniform shop
Information

Sessions 
Water Skills
Assessment

Swimming Test 

First Day: Organise
Uniforms

it support and help
Computer Set up

and support 

CAIRNS SHS



Locations and activities 
Facilities for Students

Student Kitchen ovalstudent kitchen
Open to International

Student at 1  Lunchst

Second Floor of R Block 

Student can play
sport at Lunchtimes

Fridge and
Mircowave

available for lunch

Cold  water tap
Water taps available for

students to refill
waterbottles

CAIRNS SHS



Your host family
Getting to know ❓Are there any family routines?

❓Are there activities or sports the family do?
❓When do they eat meals?
❓What type of meals do they have?
❓What is the nighttime routine? (showers, bedtime, technology)
❓What are the rules around using technology at home?
❓Do you have a way of contact each other? 
Australian Number is required for international students

Getting settled in

You are here to enjoy new experiences
and meet different people.

Talk, Ask Questions and Enjoy your time
in Cairns.   

HOMESTAY 



L e a r n i n g  a b o u t  t h e  h o m e ?

Questions to Discuss CAIRNS SHS

When are meals in the
household?

What do I need to do for
breakfast or lunch?

Can I help?
How do I clean up?

Can I put on the aircon in
the house - are there any

rules? 

When does the family need
to shower?

Is there a time limit on
showers? (water

restrictions)

Are there any bathroom
/toliet expectations? 

Can I have sleepovers with
friends?

How do I contact you to let
you know about any

activities? 

Are there any sports or
activites that the family

do?

Can I join the family in
different activities?

Are there any places the
family go to regularly?



a c c e s s / c o n t a c t  a n d  s u p p o r t

Questions to Discuss CAIRNS SHS

Keys to 
the house

Australian 
Phone

Number

Feeling sick?
Talk to host family

 / book a doctors appointment
(minor) - telehealth may be

available. 

See International student staff
at School for support. 

After Hours
1800 QStudy 

Need help or support after
school or on weekends. 

Staff on call can help if you are
unsure..... call 

1800 778 839



QUESTIONS 
Frequently Asked

❓Can I use my iPad ? 
You can use this for your personal study, but the school have laptops you can borrow to allow you to connect to
printer and student drives you may be required for your subjects.
❓Do I need to do the Water Skills Assessment if I can swim well?
Yes, all international students must complete a water skills assessment (swimming test) and it will be recorded on
their profile to allow them to participate in water and swimming activities during their program. If students are unable
to complete the skills required their participation in excursions, and activities may be limited.
❓Does the school have teams, and activities in the afternoon I can join?
The school have some activities available but for most cases students are welcome to join a sporting club or activity. If
this is considered high risk, we require an activity request form to be signed by the parents. Some activities that
students can participate in include Interschool sport, swimming and athletics carnivals, cross country, volleyball
(boys), participate in program of excellence subjects (football, dance, rugby league). 
❓Do students need to pay for school excursions?
If there are excursions and activities for your subjects. The school will cover the cost. There may be other experiences
that are offered, student will need to pay for these. 
❓How do I choose my subject?
In 2026, we will have a session to explain the subjects, providing students to ask questions. They will complete the form
in Week 1. 

SCHOOL



Completed Sleepover Forms are due on Thursday Morning before the event. 
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