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The best memories I have are from my time at Cairns High! To the annoyance of many of my friends, I am still way too patriotic about Cairns High! These memories are some of the best in my life. 

I was part of the CAD art class in 2001 & 2002 with Jude Marsden and Cathy Jackman. There was only 8 of us in this class and the artistic freedom (but still with Jude’s quirky guidance!) was something that was envied by my friends from other schools. And the CAD Fashion Parade was the highlight of every year. The night always felt like the most important Milan fashion show to me and I spent months and months preparing for it! 

I was School Captain in my final year and I remember how important this was to me and my family. I guess you could say that I wasn’t the epitome of what pops into your head when you think ‘school captain’ but I still included Trevor Gordon’s reference in every job I have applied for! It really meant the world to me. I know that my socks didn’t match and I understand that paint all over your shirt isn’t ideal but I love that Cairns High promoted individuality, creativity and friendliness; because that has definitely been a major part of my career. 

 

CSHS took me to Japan on the trip of a lifetime and to New Zealand snowboarding with my bestest friends. I painted sets for Rock Eisteddfod, went to way too many lunchtime meetings, always bought chocolate hedgehogs from the tuckshop, and made up songs with my friends to remember facts for my history exams. And I will never forget those amazing times! 

 

After completing a Bachelor of Communications, I am now I am living in Melbourne and working at Nova 100 radio as their Marketing Manager. I get to work with hilarious, amazing and totally hard-working people everyday like Hughesy, Akmal, Ryan Shelton, Carrie Bickmore and Cal Wilson (not to mention the miracle-workers behind the scenes!) and to be honest, I didn’t think my dream job existed! But now that I have it and am able to look back on how I got here, Cairns High not only gave me the education to back me up but also the people-skills and confidence to manage whatever challenges I am faced with. 

Cairns High reminds me of the best time in my life and I am truly grateful and proud that I am a past student of such a wonderful school.

Gretchen


