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Jane Frost (1989 – 1993) Drama Teacher
I attended Cairns High School from 1989 to 1993 and have fond memories of the school. These memories include: 

· N Block burning down. I lived in Kuranda so usually I had a long trip to school. I had a sleep over at a friend’s place in Westcourt and I was looking forward to sleeping in and going to school later. We were getting ready in the morning when we heard over the radio that school was cancelled because part of it had burnt down. Talk about a high school kid’s dream! We went in and had a look. It was kind of sad to see all that history reduced to ashes, but eventually we got a lovely replacement building that was a lot nicer. Now I can’t help but shudder at the memory because I can appreciate how devastating it must have been for the teachers who had their staffroom in N Block.

· IPA (Integrated Performing Arts) with Ms Dyer. We always had so much fun! I adored going to drama, especially when we went to McKenna Hall for lesson and played “Stuck in the Mud” as our warm up.

· Grade Eight Camp and Year 12 Leadership Camp. On grade eight camp I was the only girl to make it to the top of the broken nose on Mt Bartle Frere! I really felt a sense of achievement. It was also where I met Mr Di Tano and even though he was never my classroom teacher he remains one of the most influential teachers I have ever had.

· Euroka. I remember going to the Cairns International at the Sponsorship Executive for the magazine and talking to them about placing a colour ad in the magazine.

 

Ms Karen Dyer instilled such a love of drama in me that eventually I chose it as my career. She was an inspirational teacher who always made class interesting, challenging and fun. While I was always too far away in Kuranda to get involved in extra-curricular drama I always loved the atmosphere this created in the school. 

 

Another person who influenced me was Ms Forsyth my year 8 social science teacher who instilled in me a love of history and that is my second teaching area. I still use my year 8 social science book sometimes to get ideas for teaching! Other inspirational teachers included Mrs Mehonoshen (Year 12 English), Mr Di Tano, Mr McKenna (Year 12 Biology), Mr Murphy (the singing maths teacher!), Mr Edwards (year 8 science), Mr Morrisey (Year 9 English).

 I am now teaching drama at a senior secondary college in Darwin. I have taught in rural Queensland and in England. I am studying my Masters in Drama Education through Griffith University
Jane

