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Kate Middleton (nee O’Brien) (1966 – 1970) 


Hi I’m Kate Middleton (nee O’Brien). I am the only ex-student of Cairns State High School who has ever been an Acting Principal of the School. Would you believe me if I tell you I planned it that way?· 

As a little kid all I wanted to do was teach. I dragged the neighbourhood kids into “my school” regularly. Yet, when I went to Parramatta State School myself, Mum tells me I got really angry with the teacher on day one of grade one because she did not teach me to read. 

I got over it thank goodness. Mum and Dad split up while I was in Primary School and the issues surrounding this break-up also shaped how I work with students. My beloved Stepfather was Indigenous and up until 1967 not allowed to vote in his own country. 

I don’t think I ever forgave my Dad for leaving me at the front entrance of Cairns High to start my secondary career. I will always remember how lonely it felt knowing that only one or two of my friends were going to be at secondary school with me. 

My results in year eight were really poor compared to my excellent primary results. I had some brilliant teachers like Mr Charles Reich, Mr Arthur Farr and some fantastic strong female role models like Mrs Dixon, Mrs Holmes and Mrs Miller (O’Shane) who, whilst they taught me what they were supposed to, also instilled in me the sense that I could be anything I wanted to be even though I was a working class girl. I definitely attribute my strength and resilience to my childhood experiences and Cairns High. 

A Guidance Officer wrote on my records “Kathleen has decided views on teaching.” And I certainly did. Over the years I have had other minor jobs including cleaning toilets and delivering brochures which kept me grounded in reality. However I always worked fulltime for the Queensland Department of Education. 

After graduating from Kelvin Grove Teachers College as a Commercial Teacher (remember shorthand, bookkeeping and manual typewriters) I taught in Townsville. The week before I left Townsville to come back to Cairns High as a teacher I met my husband Martin who was destined to be the love of my life. Martin was in the army and based in Townsville. 

I therefore only got to teach at Cairns High for six months. Those were the days when I could run to the top of A Block and not be puffed. 

Martin and I had three children Michelle, Christopher and Kyle and I taught in several working class suburbs in Brisbane before moving to Beaudesert as a Head of Department. 

I yearned for Cairns and have always called it home (and will always do so). My Mum developed emphysema and I prayed for jobs to come up in Cairns. Woree State High School was my first school in a substantive role as Deputy Principal. As often happens in life I was reacquainted with an old friend - the Principal at the time was Mr Charles Reich. In my time at Woree I also worked with one of the true gentlemen of the world, Mr Trevor Gordon. 

After five fulfilling years at Woree an opportunity came to transfer as Deputy Principal to Cairns State High. Obviously I took it with pleasure. In my time as Deputy Principal I had a month of being Acting Principal while Trevor and Yvonne took some well deserved leave. I had made my goal in life. But then I wanted my own school. 

I had fourteen wonderful months at Kowanyama as Acting Principal and then came back to Cairns State High School. But I knew it was time to cut the umbilical cord. 

I am now the Principal of Nhulunbuy High School in Arnhem Land in the Northern Territory earning twice what I did in Cairns. Go girl!!!!!! And I am only a two hour flight from Cairns. 

My philosophy towards education has always been very simple. Make sure that each and every child counts and that each and every child has the chance to achieve. 

Kate

