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Melinda Jackson - Bissell (1983 – 1987) 


Student & Teacher
Melinda first attended Cairns SHS as a year 8 student in 1983 and graduated in 1987. 1987 was a mixed year with a great start at the Senior Leadership camp, the Gillies Bus Crash, being elected Vice Captain, assisting with the Euroka and continuing with school studies. The two subjects that Melinda feels were most useful to her in her future were Japanese and Typing. The study of these subjects lead to lots of employment opportunities and helped her fund her way through University. The support of two teachers in particular, Chris Rogers and Brian Stopford, made school an enjoyable place to be. 

In 2004, Melinda graduated from Griffith University with a Degree in Environmental Science and a Graduate Diploma in both Japanese language and Education. After travelling overseas and working in Brisbane and the Atherton Tablelands, Melinda returned to Cairns SHS in 2000 – this time as a teacher. 

Melinda worked at the school as a teacher for 14 years before relocating with her family down south.  During this time worked in a wide range of positions including Head of Department, Teaching and Learning, Acting Deputy Principal, HOD Senior Schooling, a Year Coordinator and been involved in many aspects of the school. Whilst it was sometimes strange to now be a colleague with those that were once her teacher, Melinda enjoyed the friendships she made and the ties she had with the school. 
“It was always interesting when I would hear the same discussions about uniforms etc that we used to have over 20 years ago. It is also interesting to be able to share my stories with the students and make strong connections with them. Cairns High was a great place to be as a student and is was also a great place to work!”

Melinda

