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Robbie Cousland (1998 – 2002)
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I attended Cairns High from 1998 until 2002 - it has only been 5 years since I’ve left, so a lot of my memories are still fresh. Some of the best years of my life were at CSHS. Overall, I think it offers a great balance across all areas; it provided me a great social life with plenty of friends, excellent teaching, wide subject availability, world-class music (performing arts) department and a wide range of sports to keep fit. 

I remember my mates quite well and still keep in regular contact with them. It’s not until you leave school and move away that you really appreciate how many friends you really had. I also remember a lot of teachers who were very easy to get along with. They would never hesitate to stay behind and help and were always ensuring you were performing to your full potential. It’s clear that they enjoy what they do which makes big difference. 

I was involved in the music program throughout my time at the school. I was in the Orchestra, Stage Band & Concert band. Despite these extra-curricular programs taking up time outside of normal school hours I wouldn’t have done it any differently. The trips away with the orchestra and the music program in general have been some of the most rewarding experiences in my life. 

On the academic side, I went from someone with little motivation and average grades in the junior levels to excelling in the senior years. Towards the later years, I knew I wanted to fly F/A-18s. This meant getting good marks. I remember always reminding myself, “I’ll regret it for the rest of my life knowing I didn’t give my best at school – so why not put the hard yards in now.” 

CSHS provided me with excellent teaching with plenty of academic subjects. I was able to follow my interest in non-standard subjects such as German & IT in addition to the standard Maths, Science & English subjects. As a result, I was able to excel in academics and was awarded an OP1 (amongst several others) at the end of Yr12. 

As you could imagine, the recruiting process for an Air Force Pilot is highly competitive. Having a strong academic record definitely helped me become competitive. Performing well in academics, music & sport demonstrates a lot. I never thought I could do it, but my schooling gave me confidence, motivation and belief that anything is achievable. 
(Robbie is now a RAAF Fighter Pilot and flying F/A-18 Hornets). 

I hope to fly & teach new pilots on the newest and latest generation of fighter aircraft. I also hope of doing an exchange with another Air force to better my skills and knowledge. 

 

I thoroughly enjoyed my time at CSHS and wouldn’t hesitate to recommend it or dare I say, send my future children there. I remain very proud of the School and still see it one of the best schools in the country. 
Robbie

