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Satya Tanner (1994 – 1995)
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Common questions for me when I was in Year 11 at Cairns High included: what are you going to be when you leave school and what are you going to study at University? I struggled to find the answers to these as there were so many hidden possibilities – how could I choose when I had never experienced the world?  For this reason Cairns High was very formative for me.  

I took Maths and Physics subjects and balanced it out with Art and Drama. I liked to keep my options open and experience many different things. It was no wonder then that my parents got sick of driving me all over the region to my 14 extra curricular activities and decided that something had to go. Unfortunately Orchestra took the hit (it was my most recent acquisition) but thankfully I still had choir, rock eisteddfod, musicals, violin lessons, leadership activities, cross country running (to name just a few) to keep me going.  

 

I loved Cairns High: great friends, supportive teachers and exciting opportunities just waiting to be tapped into. I vividly remember the lunchtime water fights, Mrs Thomas’ wild sense of humour, exotic creations in the art room, slave auctions that resulted in most of the guys wearing women’s dresses for a day, student council meetings in the library and best of all the Leadership camp in Year 12 – what an absolute hoot! 

I was also very excited at the prospect of exploring the world beyond Sheridan, Grafton, Grove and Upward Sts. But what to do? How would I find a career path that gave me the same sense of opportunity and support? It was a fairly torturous time for me to make such huge decisions at that stage of my life. The staff at Cairns High were highly supportive during this process and then when Defence Force Recruiting came to the school my form teacher suggested I go and have a talk with them. To this day I am so grateful that he did that because otherwise I may have missed out on some incredible opportunities. I suddenly found a pathway that would give me the variety I enjoyed and continue the sense of fun and camaraderie I had experienced at Cairns High.    

I've had an incredible journey so far with so many highlights including: 

· Studying my Aeronautical Engineering Degree for free at the Australian Defence Force Academy - while being paid.

· Six weeks of engineering work experience at NASA in the United States

· Numerous outdoor adventure opportunities like caving, abseiling and leadership development

· Becoming an Air Force pilot and spending a year flying C130 Hercules aircraft, including being a co-pilot during the aero medical rescues after the Bali bombings in 2002.

· Becoming an Engineer and enjoying fun projects including where we got to throw various pieces of equipment out of moving aircraft (if you have the grades, become an engineer – it sets you up for life!).

· Spending five weeks competing in Biathlon (skiing and shooting) at the British Military Championships in Germany with Olympic level athletes (I was competing very much at the back of the pack!).

· Spending a year lapping up the cultural treasures of working with foreign military personnel and helping them adapt to the Australian culture.

· Now I’m trying my hand at a marketing role.

· Add to this all my extracurricular activities and here I am: a volunteer meditation teacher, vegetarian yogi, global traveller, enjoying the delights that life can offer and very grateful for the way Cairns High nurtured my inquisitive nature and encouraged me to seek out new and inspiring opportunities.

 

I still don’t know what I want to be when I grow up but I’m having one hell of a good time figuring it all out!
Satya


